2o8                      THE   SECRET   HISTORY   OF

and his enemy opens his arms to receive us. What
is it that M. de Calonne wishes? Is it to be minister
of foreign affairs ? A successful pacification of the
troubles of Holland would render him more ser-
vice, in such case, than the continuation of those
troubles, which may kindle a general conflagration*
I demand a categorical answer to the following
question: Should it be proved to M* de Calonne
that the Stadtholder is in reality come over to
the side of France, or, which is the same thing,
if he shall be obliged to come over, will he then
be against us ? Has he any private interest
which we counteract ? Is it impossible he should
explain himself ? The chances certainly are all
in his favour against M. de Breteuil, whom we
have continually hated and despised. Wherefore
will he spoil his own game ? "

I necessarily answered these questions in
terms rather vague. I informed, him that M* de
Calonne, in what related to foreign affairs, con-
tinually pursued the line marked out by M, de
Vergennes; that the former, far from coveting the
place of the latter, would support him with all his
power, if, which could not happen, he had need verbally the foflowfag
